From your Rector ~ The Rev.

All things come of thee,

O Lord, and of thine own have we
given thee.

From the lips of King David comes perhaps the finest prayer
thanksgiving and stewardship ever uttered. Written at a til
when generous donations had been received for the construction of the new te
that his son, King Solomon, would ultimately build, the prayer reflects the truth
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The month of November has offered us a plethora of opportunities in which
offer thanksgiving to God for our many blessings, and to care for and faithf
steward those blessings. On the first weekend of November, we offered thanks
to God for all the saints in the mystical Body of Gheatnts alive today and those
in the nearer presence of God. On that same day, we were overjoyed to welcorn
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IKE American holiday in which we offer gratitude to God for our abundant blessings.

Echoing and pervading all of these opportunities for thanksgiving and fait
stewardship has been our Stewardship 2019 pledge campaign. Your donatic
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Last Sunday pledge cards for 2019 were offered and placed on the altar as w
the Doxology believe God receives our gifts, sanctifies and blesses them, and re
them to us even more abundantly as
veate we havesrgeeiveqss50 pledge cards which represent a very fine beginning.
cards continue to be gratefully received. My thanks to Donna and Pat McAlm
Carl and Lynn Colley, Margo Keller, Marilyn Scranton, John and Theresa Mur
sand;Rrank and Kim Boyd for hosting and opening up their homes for fabuls
re\éegiqg%lcg fellpwspip,ang grace as we sought ways in which to be good fe
stewards of this wonderful community we call Grace Episcopal Church.
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With Thanksgiving on the horizon, Advent ant
Christmas cannot be far behind. Unfortunately tf
Adven entirety of the secular world is already ringing
dvent Christmas and even much of Christendom begi
Lessons & Carols greening up for Christmas immediately afte
Thanksgiving. This can cause us to miss the m
Sunday, December 2 wondrous an_d mysterious season of the Churc_h Ye
Hncay Advent. Beginning four Sundays before Christme
Advent is a fouweek season of hope and proritiee
time when in the midst of darkness, we await the com
of the Light of the world, Jesus Christ.

I't is also an introspective season of promise and
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want what I want and | want It now, 6 Advent says
sweeter. 0 And this 1s al/l to our benefit because

With that in mind, we will begin our Advent Season on December 2 with a Service of Advent Lessons and Ca
10:00 AM service. In order to fully envelope us in the multiple Scripture readings from salvation history and
prophetic voice proclaiming the coming of the Messiah in music and word, Advent Lessons and Carols will take
of our normal service at 10:00 AM. (There will be no communion.) The 8:00 AM service will feature Holy Con
and the assigned readings for Advent 1. We hope this new venture will enable us to more fully appreciate livil
the season of Advent.

The concept of Advent Lessons and Carols finds its origins in the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols made
the Christmas Eve service at Kings College, Cambridge. The service was conceived by F. W. Benson, the Bist
Cathedral who later became the Archbishop of Canterbury. The service was used for the first time on Christn
1880 and as its popularity grew, it was formally adapted at Kings College in 1918 by ®vicitMilther Dean of
Kings College. Since 1918, the service has been aired live by the BBC on Christmas Eve throughout the worl
sixteen years after the adaptation of the Nine Lessons and Carols, EAWMenesmposed another order of service
a Procession with Carols on Advent Sunday.
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prayer that the words and music may propel you qui There are 12 days of Christmas
toward the true joy of Christmas. ...None of which are in November
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until December 25.

Festive Family Advent Evening

The first Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 2 at 5:00 PM

Join us on Sunday evening, December 2 to celebrate the beginning of Advent. This
family evening will include a pizza dinner, after which you will have the opportunity

to indulge in several different activities. We will have the makings for Advent
Calendars, complete with a set of scripture readings and meditations for each day of
Advent. Additionally, you are invited to decorate gingerbread boys and girls and
watch the movi e, 0The Star, 6 the story of a small [o
heroes of the first Christmas. The church is providing the pizza, crafts, hot chocolate, popcorn, and drinks. Bring
your family and enjoy the fun.




Toy Collection for Hillsides Children's Home
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Youth Group News

To kick off our annual Hillsides’ Toy Collection, the youth
group will be hosting hospitality on Sunday, November 18
and also offering a bake sale. Yes, there will be a birthday
cake in honor of Pat Meyer's 80" birthday along coffee and
lemonade, but we also will have baked goods for sale. 75% of the proceeds of the sale
will go towards purchasing toys for Hillsides and 25% will go towards a new basketball

hoop and backboard. Come hungry!




