
From the lips of King David comes perhaps the finest prayer of 
thanksgiving and stewardship ever uttered.  Written at a time 

when generous donations had been received for the construction of the new temple 
that his son, King Solomon, would ultimately build, the prayer reflects the truth that 
everything we have and everything we are is a gift from God.  King David was so 
humbled by Godõs generosity that his response was, who am I, and what is my people, that 
we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort? For all things come of thee, and of thine own 
have we given thee. (1 Chronicles 29:14) 

 The month of November has offered us a plethora of opportunities in which to 
offer thanksgiving to God for our many blessings, and to care for and faithfully 
steward those blessings. On the first weekend of November, we offered thanksgiving 
to God for all the saints in the mystical Body of Christ ð saints alive today and those 
in the nearer presence of God. On that same day, we were overjoyed to welcome into 
the Body of Christ through the sacrament of Holy Baptism, Amelie, Genevieve 
(Evie), and Colette Palpant. Who will forget Amelieõs and Evieõs exuberance as they 
went up and down the center aisle sprinkling the congregation with the baptismal 
waters!  

Last Sunday, we offered thanksgiving to God for veterans who have given of 
themselves in service to our country. Remembering the 100th anniversary of the 
signing of the Armistice that ended the fighting of World War I, we prayed for peace 
in the world, for the òwar to end all warsó certainly has not been the end of war. The 
month of November ends with our celebration of Thanksgiving, the quintessential 
American holiday in which we offer gratitude to God for our abundant blessings.   

Echoing and pervading all of these opportunities for thanksgiving and faithful 
stewardship has been our Stewardship 2019 pledge campaign. Your donations of 
peanut butter and jelly, laundry detergent, and socks 
have been a blessing to those in need. I stuffed my 
car with the goodies and headed off to Shepherdõs 
Pantry. As I opened the rear hatch of my car, the 
volunteersõ eyes widened, and one of them said, 
òThank you so much. We always need peanut butter 
and the laundry detergent is golden.ó The socks will 
go the Winter Shelter. And God says to us, òWell 
done.ó 

Last Sunday pledge cards for 2019 were offered and placed on the altar as we sang 
the Doxology. I believe God receives our gifts, sanctifies and blesses them, and returns 
them to us even more abundantly as we use them to his nameõs honor and glory. To 
date we have received 50 pledge cards which represent a very fine beginning. Pledge 
cards continue to be gratefully received. My thanks to Donna and Pat McAlmond, 
Carl and Lynn Colley, Margo Keller, Marilyn Scranton, John and Theresa Mumma, 
and Frank and Kim Boyd for hosting and opening up their homes for fabulous 
evenings of fellowship and grace as we sought ways in which to be good faithful 
stewards of this wonderful community we call Grace Episcopal Church. 

All of these celebrations come back to the truth that the God who has told us that it 
is His good pleasure to give us the kingdom has provided us with all things necessary for 
abundant life.  May we echo King David in giving thanks to God whose love for us 
knows no bounds. For all things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 

In Christõs love, 
Susan + 

From your Rector ~ The Rev. Susan Scranton 
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Sunday Services: 
 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist ~ Rite I 
 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist ~ Rite II 
Choral Family Service 
 
 

Nursery Care ~ Available 9:00 AM 
- 11:15 AM in St. Marthaôs Room. 
 
 

Sunday School ~ 10:00 AM 
Kindergarten - Grade 5 
 
 

Youth Group ~ Grade 6-12 
Meetings are bi-monthly in the  
upstairs Youth room. 11:30 AM - 1 PM 
 

Activities: 
 

Bible Study ~ Wednesdays at 
10:00 AM in the Fireside Room in 
Baxter Hall. 
 

Sounds of Grace Handbells ~ 
Rehearses Wednesdays 7:30-8:30 PM 
 

Grace Parish Choir ~  
Rehearses on Thursdays 7:30-9:00 PM 

All things come of thee,  

O Lord, and of thine own have we 

given thee.  



With Thanksgiving on the horizon, Advent and 
Christmas cannot be far behind. Unfortunately the 
entirety of the secular world is already ringing in 
Christmas and even much of Christendom begins 
greening up for Christmas immediately after 
Thanksgiving. This can cause us to miss the most 
wondrous and mysterious season of the Church Year: 
Advent. Beginning four Sundays before Christmas, 
Advent is a four-week season of hope and promise ð the 
time when in the midst of darkness, we await the coming 
of the Light of the world, Jesus Christ. 

It is also an introspective season of promise and expectation. Or as the Rev. Tim Schenck says, òIn a world that says, ôI 
want what I want and I want it now,õ Advent says ôStop, slow down. Enjoy the anticipation, for it makes the joy all the 
sweeter.õ And this is all to our benefit because when we do this, it makes the joy that is to come all the sweeter.ó 

With that in mind, we will begin our Advent Season on December 2 with a Service of Advent Lessons and Carols at the 
10:00 AM service. In order to fully envelope us in the multiple Scripture readings from salvation history and hear the 
prophetic voice proclaiming the coming of the Messiah in music and word, Advent Lessons and Carols will take the place 
of our normal service at 10:00 AM. (There will be no communion.) The 8:00 AM service will feature Holy Communion 
and the assigned readings for Advent 1. We hope this new venture will enable us to more fully appreciate living through 
the season of Advent. 

The concept of Advent Lessons and Carols finds its origins in the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols made famous by 
the Christmas Eve service at Kings College, Cambridge. The service was conceived by F. W. Benson, the Bishop of Truro 
Cathedral who later became the Archbishop of Canterbury. The service was used for the first time on Christmas Eve in 
1880 and as its popularity grew, it was formally adapted at Kings College in 1918 by Eric Milner-White, the Dean of 
Kings College. Since 1918, the service has been aired live by the BBC on Christmas Eve throughout the world. In 1934, 
sixteen years after the adaptation of the Nine Lessons and Carols, Eric Milner-White composed another order of service, 
a Procession with Carols on Advent Sunday. 

In the same format as the original Nine Lessons and Carols, the purpose of this service was to ònot celebrate Christmas, 
but to expect it.ó Our service of Advent Lessons and Carols will combine scripture and music in an intimate way to tell 
the story of the expectation and birth of Christ. It was Milner-Whiteõs belief that the scripture lessons were the backbone 
of the service and the òhandmaid of the liturgy.ó  It is my 
prayer that the words and music may propel you quietly 
toward the true joy of Christmas.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Rev. Susan + 

There are 12 days of Christmas  

...None of which are in November  
or for that matter, they donõt come 

until December 25.  

The first Sunday of Advent  

Sunday, December 2 at 5:00 PM  

Join us on Sunday evening, December 2 to celebrate the beginning of Advent. This 

family evening will include a pizza dinner, after which you will have the opportunity 

to indulge in several different activities. We will have the makings for Advent 

Calendars, complete with a set of scripture readings and meditations for each day of 

Advent. Additionally, you are invited to decorate gingerbread boys and girls and 

watch the movie, òThe Star,ó the story of a small but brave donkey and his animal friends become the unsung 

heroes of the first Christmas. The church is providing the pizza, crafts, hot chocolate, popcorn, and drinks. Bring 

your family and enjoy the fun.  

Festive Family Advent Evening  

Advent  
Lessons & Carols  

 

Sunday, December 2  
10 am  Service  



Toy Collection for Hillsides Children's Home 
 

7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÄ Á ÄÉǣÃÕÌÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎȟ ) ÓÔÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÒÅǨÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
ÇÏÏÄ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȢ +ÎÏ×ÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÓÏÎ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÉÎ ÇÏÏÄ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÆÒÏÍ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÐÒÉÎÇȟ ×Å ÈÁÄ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ 2ÏÂȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ Á ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÔ ÈÉÓ 
×ÏÒÓÔ ÈÅ ÍÅÔ 2ÅÖȢ +ÁÔÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÌÉËÅ Á ÓÕÂÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȟ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÈÁÎÄ 
×ÈÅÎ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔȦ /ÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÔÒÕÌÙ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ 
×ÅÒÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȟ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÈÉÓ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ 
 

3ÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ×Å ÁÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÁÔȡ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ 
ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÈÁÐÐÙȢ (ÁÖÉÎÇ ÂÕÓÙ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÐÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÇÏÏÄ ×ÉÌÌȟ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ 
×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ×ÅÅËÓ ÂÙ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÎÇ Á ÇÉÆÔ ÔÏ (ÉÌÌÓÉÄÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ×ÉÓÈ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÒÕÅȢ 
 

) ×ÒÏÔÅ Á #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÐÏÅÍ ÆÏÒ ÍÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÍÁÎÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÌÉÎÅ ÉÎ ÉÔ ÐÏÐÐÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÉÎÄȡ ȰÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÏÕÒ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÇÏ 
ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÉÔ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅȣȱ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÔȢ .Ï ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÁÇÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÁÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÔÉÍÅȟ ×Å ÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÎË ÂÁÃË ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÄÁÙÓ ÓÐÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÏÎÅÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙÓȢ )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å 
ËÎÏ× ÉÔ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÓÏȢ 
 

) ÈÏÐÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÍÏÒÙ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ÁÔ (ÉÌÌÓÉÄÅÓȢ (Ï× ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÉÔ 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÂÁÃË ÁÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ΤΡΣΪ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ) ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ) ×ÁÓ ÁÔ (ÉÌÌÓÉÄÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÓÈÅÄ ÆÏÒȣȢȱ 
 

'ÉÆÔ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÒÄÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÅ ÏÆ Á ÃÈÉÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÆÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ×ÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÏÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÒÔÈÅØȢ 
4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÇÉÆÔ ÇÉÖÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÉÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅ Á ÃÈÅÃË ÔÏ 'ÒÁÃÅ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÒ ÏǟÅÒ 
ÃÁÓÈȟ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÁÃÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÅÌÖÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏÐÐÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÐÉÃË ÉÔÅÍÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÎÔÁȭÓ 
7ÉÓÈ ÌÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÇÏ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȢ &ÏÒ ÓÕÃÈ ÇÉÆÔÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÉÇÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÓÔÅÒ ÌÉÓÔ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ËÎÏ× 
×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÉÎÇ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÇÉÆÔÓȢ 
 

-ÏÎÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΪȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÐÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÆÔ ÌÉÓÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ 
ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÎÏ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΫȢ 'ÉÆÔ ÃÅÒÔÉǢÃÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ 
ÏÆ (ÉÌÌÓÉÄÅÓȭ ËÉÄÓȭ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÓÔÏÒÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÎ ÏÐÔÉÏÎȢ 'ÉÆÔ ÃÅÒÔÉǢÃÁÔÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÁÒÇÅÔȟ +ÏÈÌȭÓȟ 7ÁÌÍÁÒÔȟ ÆÁÓÔ ÆÏÏÄ 
ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÖÉÅÓ ÔÈÅÁÔÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒȢ 
 

4ÈÅ ÂÏØÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÒÔÈÅØ ÆÒÏÍ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΫ ÔÏ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΤȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÕÎ×ÒÁÐÐÅÄ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÂÏØÅÓ 
ɉÎÁÍÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÉÆ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÉÎÇ ÓÐÅÃÉǢÃ ÇÉÆÔÓɊȟ ÂÕÔ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÇÉÖÅ ÁÎÙ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÏÒ ÇÉÆÔ ÃÅÒÔÉǢÃÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÏÒ ÔÏ 2ÅÖȢ 3ÕÓÁÎ ÏÒ 
ÔÏ $Á×Î -ÅÌÌÏÎȟ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÔÏ (ÉÌÌÓÉÄÅÓ ÏÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΡȟ ÓÏ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ 
ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅÎȟ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÏÏ ÆÁÒ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÑÕÉÃË ÒÕÎȢ 
 

4ÈÁÎËÓ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙ "ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕȦ 
4ÒÉÃÉÁ #ÏÐÐÁÃËȟ /ÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ 


