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Sunday Services: 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist ~ Rite I 

 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist ~ Rite II 

Choral Family Service 
 

Nursery Care ~ Available 9:00 AM 
- 11:15 AM in St. Marthaôs Room. 

 

Sunday School ~ 10:00 AM 

Kindergarten - Grade 5 
 

Youth Group ~ Grade 6-12 

Meetings are bi-monthly in the  

upstairs Youth room. 11:30 AM - 1 PM 
 

Bible Study ~ Wednesdays at 
10:00 AM in the Fireside Room in 
Baxter Hall. 

The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 

just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit .                                              (John 12:23-24) 

(Continued) 

 Jesus spoke these words just before the festival of the 
Passover. His hour ð his death and resurrection ð was nearly upon him. Sin had 
done its work. The plot to kill Jesus had reached fever pitch such that the council 
of Jewish leaders were worried that if they let Jesus continue, the Romans would 
come and destroy both the Temple and the holy nation of Israel. But Caiaphas, 
the High Priest, said, You do not understand that it is better for you to have one man die for 
the people than to have the whole nation destroyed (John 11:50). In reality, it was 
Caiaphas who òknew not.ó As Jesus, the Good Shepherd, proclaimed, when the 
hour came, he would lay down his life of his own accord for the sheep. We know 
that day as Good Friday. 

Now is the time. The hour is upon us as Holy Week nears. It is in that great, 
mysterious, terrible, and wonderful week that we are invited to walk with Jesus 
the way of the cross; for it is in remembering that we bring the events into the 
present so that they may touch us. In much the same way that we remember 
Jesusõ death and resurrection Sunday after Sunday in the sacrament of Holy 
Communion, so too we remember Jesusõ death and resurrection by walking with 
him through Holy Week and into the glories of Easter.  

As the early Christians met together to pray, sing, watch, and tell stories of Jesusõ 
last days in Jerusalem, so, I invite you to spend Holy Week with your fellow 
disciples at Grace Church. Palm Sunday, which marked Jesusõ entry into 
Jerusalem, marks our entry into Holy Week. Beginning in Baxter Hall, you will be 
given palm branches to wave in glorious anticipation of Jesusõ arrival in 
Jerusalem. As we follow the cross down the sidewalk and across the grass to the 
church, we will sing òAll Glory laud and honor,ó but the tone of the service will 
quickly change as we sing, òRide on, ride on in majesty. Ride on, ride on to die,ó 
before finally giving way to the emotional, gut-wrenching reading of the Passion 
Narrative. 

On Maundy Thursday, you are invited to gather in Baxter Hall for a celebratory 
meal that commemorates the institution of the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
For Jesus, this evening was set in the context of the Passover Celebration, that 
special meal in which Jewish people around the world remember Godõs salvation 
of his people through their passage to freedom from slavery in Egypt. It was 
during this meal that Jesus took the bread and said, Take, eat; this is my body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. And then did the same thing with the 
cup after supper saying, this cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me. Together, in fellowship and worship, we will rehearse 
the story, receive communion, and then walk the road to the Garden of 
Gethsemane and into the church sanctuary to strip the altar and surrounding area 
of any and all decorations, reminding us of the abject desolation of Good Friday.  

Good Friday. The words stand out in their stark reality. In what appeared for 

the moment to be a disastrous ending, comes the mystery of Christ dying for us 

so that we might have new life. Our noon service will offer the traditional Good 

Friday liturgy from the Book of Common Prayer, including the recitation of the 

Passion according to John and communion from the reserved sacrament. New 

this year will be an evening service featuring a musical version of the Stations of 

the Cross.  The service, which  begins at 7:30 PM, will  feature  the traditional 



Holy Week Services  
Palm Sunday ~  March 25  
Services at 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM. The 10:00 AM service will 

begin in Baxter Hall. 
 

Maundy Thursday ~  March 29  
Walk in the footsteps in Jesusõ disciples as they celebrated Passover 
and received the gift of  Holy Communion. A soup supper will be 
served and communion will be celebrated in Baxter Hall at 6:30 
PM. At the conclusion of  the service we will enter the church for 
the stripping of  the altar. 
 

Good Friday Services ~ March 30  
Service at 12 Noon - The liturgy is from the Book of  Common 
Prayer and will include The Passion Narrative from the Gospel of  
John, the Solemn Collects, veneration of  the cross, and 
communion from the reserved sacraments. 

  Service at 7:30 PM - New this yearé A musical version of the 
stations of  the Cross. Join us in the church where the stations will come to you in the form of  
great art, poetry, mediations, and special music. 

fourteen Stations of the Cross on the road that Jesus took 

from his arrest to his passion and death. Because not 

everyone could travel to Jerusalem, the church began to 

offer local pilgrimage liturgies ð the Way of the Cross. Our 

worship service will invite you to come to the church 

sanctuary where the stations will come to you, without you 

having to move from place to place. Each station will 

feature great art and a meditation on the station, followed 

by a response of beautiful music, poetry, and prayer.                   

Holy Week beckons us; for in walking the way with Jesus, 
we will find our hearts ready to celebrate the Resurrection. 
In the words of Ann Weems: 

 The Lamb has been slain 
  And the sheep have scattered. 
 Now is the time for kneeling,  
  the time for believers 
 to kneel and call upon his name, 
  to kneel and to rise again,  
 the community of the resurrection.  
 

In Christõs love,  
Susan + 

Easter  

Services  

A celebratory Easter Egg Hunt for the children will follow 
the 10:00 AM service. 

Sunday, April 1, 2018  

8:00 AM  Holy Communion  

10:00 AM  Festive Choral Communion  

Please remember to bring flowers from your garden to 
help with the flowering of the cross. 



Palm Saturday  

Work Party   

By Easter Sunday (April 1), the once barren altar 

area, along with the rest of the sanctuary, will 

rise with Jesus in His Resurrection, and the 

church will come alive with the sights and smells 

of glorious flowers. The radiant glory of the 

church is possible only with the help of your 

generous donations for flowers. This is also a 

lovely way to honor a loved one or a special 

occasion. Easter Flower donation envelopes are 

now available in the pews and in the church 

office. Simply fill them out completely with your 

name and dedication, enclose your donation, 

and place the envelope in the collection plate or hand it in at the office.  

 

Donations need to be received by Monday, March 26 so that all dedications and memorials may be 

published in our Easter bulletins. Thank you in advance for your generosity in helping to make our 

Sanctuary look beautiful this joyous Easter.  
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LENTEN MITE BOXES  
Proceeds go the Heifer International 

 

What a fabulous response we had to the Heifer Market on Sunday, 

March 18!  

The end of Lent Heifer Market provided a wonderful boost to our 
Lenten Outreach Program, otherwise known as Lenten Mite Boxes. 

Gifts to purchase animals for Heifer totaled more than $1,200 . This 
will be added to the proceeds from the Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper and our Mite Boxes. The approaching Holy Week also re-
minds us to hurry up and stuff our mite boxes so that when we 

turn them in on Easter Sunday, April 1, they will be full.  

                                                                            

                                                                           Please join your Grace Church family to help with preparation              

                                                                                         for Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter on  

                                                                                  March 24 ~ 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon . 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar and Flower Guilds will need help decorating the church and making ready for Palm Sunday in both the 

church and in Baxter Hall. Palms of all sizes will adorn the church inside and outside, and smaller palm branches 

need to be made into palm crosses.  

 

We also need to prepare for the always favorite Easter Egg Hunt. (Both plastic eggs and candy are needed.) 

Donations may be dropped off in the church office at any time up to Palm Saturday. In the past, 300-500 Easter 

eggs have been hidden. And, of course, egg stuffers are needed! 

Come, join in the fun!  



 

Holy Baptism of  Hazel Marie Jones ~ March 18, 2018 

(Granddaughter of  Bill & Janese Grady) 


